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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 5-27 and 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

3. Claims 5-8, 18-22, 30 and 31 are directed to "computer program product" in 
"computer readable media". The specification states that the computer readable media 
may be "transmission-type media such as digital and analog communications links" 
(Spec. 21 ). One of ordinary skill in the art would have understood this embodiment to 
include wireless data transmission signals. These types of media are non-statutory, 
since they do not fall within any of the four statutory categories. See In re Nuijten, 500 
F.3d 1346, 1357 (Fed. Cir. 2007). Since the claims are not limited to statutory subject 
matter, they are non- statutory. 

4. Claims 9-12, 23-27, 32 and 33 are directed to a plurality of "means for" 
performing various functions. The specification states that these functions may be 
performed by computer software. Additionally, claims 5-8, 18-22, 30 and 31 claim 
"instructions" for performing the same functionality, which is additional evidence that the 
claimed means are intended to include at least some software-only embodiments. Since 
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software perse is non-statutory, the claims are not limited to statutory subject matter 
and are non-statutory. 

5. Claims 13-17 are directed to a method for "creating and sending am e-mail". 
None of the claimed steps are sufficient to tie the claimed method to a particular 
machine or apparatus. While the embedding step recites a "redirect server", the 
"redirect server" does not perform any of the claimed steps or participate in the method 
in a meaningful way. Additionally, none of the claimed steps transform any article into a 
different state or thing. Therefore, the claim does not qualify as a patent-eligible process 
claim. See In re Bilski, 545 F.3d 943, 88 USPQ2d 1385 (Fed. Cir. 2008). 

6. All claims not individually rejected are rejected by virtue of their dependency from 
the above claims and their failure to remedy the above noted deficiencies. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 2/1 9/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

8. With regard to claim 1 , and Applicant's assertion that Resnick does not teach 
"sending the URL to the recipient, with the recipient using the URL to directly [access 
the] web site" (Remarks 12), the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Resnick clearly 
discloses that the email or other location of the specific creative contains only the XID 
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code, not the target URL (1J25-26). The XID is used by the redirection server to 
determine the appropriate destination by querying a database at the redirection server 
0153), and the user is redirected to the target URL. Therefore, the user cannot access 
the target web site without receiving the appropriate target URL required to access it. 

Applicant additionally asserts that providing the URL to the user would result in 
Resnick being "rendered inoperable" (Remarks 12). The Examiner also disagrees with 
this assertion, since the "embedded codes" are used to monitor information about the 
source from which the user activated the XID-containing URLs. The fact that the user is 
redirected to a target web site associated with the XID has no effect on the ability of the 
system to determine the source of the XID-containing URL activated by the user. 

In the interest of clarity, it appears beneficial to note that the XID-containing URL 
of Resnick (^26) corresponds to the claimed "embedded link" and that the "target URL" 
of Resnick 0153) corresponds to the claimed "universal resource locator" for the current 
web site associated with the embedded link. The target URL is provided to the user as 
part of the redirection operation, since it is necessary for the user to access the target 
site. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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10. Claims 1-15, 17-20, 22-25 and 27-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Reznick (US 2003/0014539). 

11. In regards to claims 1 , 5, and 9 Reznick discloses, a computer program product 
in computer readable media for use in data processing systems, a system, and a 
method for directing a recipient of an e-mail to a web site, the method comprising: 

creating an e-mail with an embedded link (Fig. 1 #102 and 1J0025 Nne(s) 11-14), 
wherein the embedded link comprises a link to a redirect server (Fig. 1 #106) and link 
attributes that allow the redirect server to determine a current web site associated with 
the embedded link (1J0026, teach that the link directs the user to a redirection 
server and has XID code (link attributes) that allows for the server to determine 
the desired destination site.); 

sending the e-mail to a recipient (1J0026 line(s) 5-8, teach the XID code is also 
used to identify the media source (Fig. 1 #102, banner ad, text link, HTML 
encoded e-mail, Etc.) used. Therefore it is inherent that an email is sent to a 
recipient to identify the media source of HTML encoded e-mail.); 

receiving the e-mail at the recipient's data processing system (1J0049 line(s) 5-7, 
teach the user identifying a creative of interest at their system. Therefore, it is 
inherent that the user received an email at their data processing system.); 

responsive to the recipient selecting the embedded link, sending link attributes 
from the recipient's data processing system to the redirect server; receiving the link 
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attributes at the redirect server (Fig. 1 and ^[0049 line(s) 7-12, teach after the user 
selects the link, transmitting the request the XID code #103 (link attributes) to the 
XID processing engine (#108) on the server (#106, redirection server), and the 
server receiving the XID code.); 

determining, at the redirect server, the universal resource locator for the current 
web site associated with the embedded link (Fig. 3 #302-310 and 1J0053); 

sending the universal resource locator from the redirect server to the recipient; 
receiving the universal resource locator at the recipient's data processing system; and 
retrieving, at the recipient's data processing system, the contents from the current web 
site utilizing the universal resource locator received from the redirect server (Fig. 1, Fig. 
3 #308, and 1J0027 line(s) 9-10, teach the redirecting the user to the destination 
website (#118 redirection web page). During redirection, the user is sent the link 
(target URL) to the target webpage and displays the appropriate contents from 
the URL received from the redirect server #106) (H53), 

wherein changes to the location of the web site made after the e-mail has been 
sent to the recipient do not effect the ability of the recipient to access the web site (the 
email contains only the XID code, which is later correlated to the web site at the 
redirection server)(1J53). 

12. In regards to claims 2, 6, 10 Reznick discloses, wherein link attributes and 
associated universal resource locators corresponding to the link attributes are contained 
in a link attribute properties file which may be accessed by a redirect server to 
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determine the universal resource locator for the web site associated with the link 
attributes received from the recipient (Fig. 9 and 1J0072, teach the target code #902, 
which is part of the XID code #103 (link attribute), is associated with URL #904 in 
the system database #112 (link attribute properties file) that the redirect server 
#106 has access to.). 

1 3. In regards to claims 3,7,11 Reznick discloses, wherein the link attribute 
properties file may be updated to contain the most recent universal resource locators as 
necessary (Fig. 5 #504 and H0067 line(s) 6-14, teach the administrator has rights to 
update/edit the URL as necessary.). 

14. In regards to claims 4, 8, 12 Reznick discloses, wherein the link attributes 
comprise a key and the link attribute properties file contains key/universal resource 
locator pairs allowing the redirect server to search a key and retrieve an appropriate 
corresponding universal resource locator (J0040-0046, Fig. 9, and H0072, teach the 
XID code #103 (link attribute) is a combination of several other codes (keys), 
including a target code #902 (key) that is associated with the URL, in the system 
database #112 (link attribute properties file) to allow the redirect server #106 the 
ability to match the URL.). 

15. In regards to claims 13, 18, and 23 Reznick discloses, a computer program 
product in a computer readable media for use in a data processing system, a system, 
and a method for creating and sending an e-mail with embedded links, the method 
comprising: 
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creating an e-mail (Fig. 1 #102 and 1J0025 line(s) 11-14); 

embedding a link to a redirect server (Fig. 1 #106) in the e-mail to create an e- 
mail with an embedded link, wherein the link to the redirect server comprises link 
attributes (Fig. 1 #103) enabling the redirect server to determine a current location for a 
web site for which it is desired that a recipient of the e-mail with an embedded link visit 
(1J0026, teach that the link directs the user to a redirection server and has XID 
code (link attributes) that allows for the server to determine the desired 
destination site.), and further wherein the redirect server can communicate a web 
address for the current location to for the web site to the recipient (During redirection, 
the user is sent the link (target URL) to the target webpage) (H53); 

sending the e-mail with an embedded link to a recipient (1J0026 line(s) 5-8, teach 
the XID code is also used to identify the media source (Fig. 1 #102, banner ad, 
text link, HTML encoded e-mail, Etc.) used. Therefore it is inherent that an email is 
sent to a recipient to identify the media source of HTML encoded e-mail.) 

wherein changes to the location of the web site made after the e-mail has been 
sent to the recipient do not effect the ability of the recipient to access the web site (the 
email contains only the XID code, which is later correlated to the web site at the 
redirection server)(1J53). 

16. In regards to claims 14,19, 24 Reznick discloses, wherein the link attributes 
comprises a key wherein the key corresponds to a key maintained in a properties file 
which associates web site locations with keys fl[0040-0046, Fig. 9, and 1J0072, teach 
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the XID code #103 (link attribute) is a combination of several other codes (keys), 
including a target code #902 (key) that is associated with the URL, in the system 
database #112 (link attribute properties file) to allow the redirect server #106 the 
ability to match the URL.). 

1 7. In regards to claims 1 5, 20 and 25, Reznick discloses, wherein the web site 
location is a universal resource locator (Fig. 9 #904). 

18. In regards to claims 17, 22 and 27, Reznick discloses, wherein the properties file 
is a database (Fig. 1 #112 and 1J0072 Mne(s) 10-13). 

19. In regards to claims 28, 30, and 32 Reznick discloses, a computer program 
product in a computer readable media for use in a data processing system, a system, 
and a method for retrieving a web site associated with a link in an e-mail, the method 
comprising: 

receiving an e-mail with an embedded link fl|0049 line(s) 5-7, teach the user 
identifying a creative of interest at their system. Therefore, it is inherent that the 
user received an email with an embedded link.); 

responsive to selection of the embedded link by a user; sending link attributes 
contained in the embedded link to a redirect server indicated by the embedded link (Fig. 
1 and 1J0049 Mne(s) 7-12, teach after the user selects the link, transmitting the 
request the XID code #103 (link attributes) to the XID processing engine (#108) on 
the server (#106, redirection server), and the server receiving the XID code.); 
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associating, at the redirect server, a web site location with the link attributes (XID 
codes are associated with target destinations )(H53); 

sending the web site location to the user (During redirection, the user is sent 
the link (target URL) to the target webpage) fl|53) 

receiving a web site location from the redirect server; 

retrieving content from the web site location (Col. 7 line(s) 9-15, teach 
opening/presenting the web site/page. Therefore, it teaches retrieving content.); 

wherein changes to the location of the web site made after the e-mail has been 
sent to the recipient do not effect the ability of the recipient to access the web site (the 
email contains only the XID code, which is later correlated to the web site at the 
redirection server)(1|53). 

20. In regards to claims 29, 31 and 33, Reznick discloses, wherein the link attributes 
comprise a key (1J0040-0046, teach the XID code #103 (link attribute) is a 
combination of several other codes (keys)). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

21 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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22. Claims 16, 21 and 26, rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Reznick (US 2003/0014539) in View of Official Notice. 

23. In regards to claims 16, 21 and 26, while Reznick discloses substantial features 
of the present invention (discussed above), it fails to specifically disclose that the 
properties file is a spreadsheet. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice that spreadsheets are old and well known 
means of storing tabular data, such as the data that would have ben contained in 
Reznik's databases. Storing the properties data in a spreadsheet would have been 
advantageous since it would have provided easy linking and retrieval requested 
information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to store the properties data in a spreadsheet to allow for 
simple linking and retrieval of the information. 

Conclusion 

24. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AARON STRANGE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3959. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Firmin Backer can be reached on 571-272-6703. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Aaron Strange/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2448 



